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AROUND & ABOUT

INTHE ARTS

p JANUARY
Jan 7-Feb 4
Clay Bodies, ceramics by Robert Long & Dylan
Karges, Meridian Museum of Art, Tues-Sat, |-
5pm, More info at www.meridianmuseum.org

Jan 13-15

Mississippi Theatre Association
Festival, McComas Theatre

Jan 28

George Phillips, Program on Fossils
from Oktibbeha County, Oktibbeha County
Heritage Museum, |0am-2pm

P FEBRUARY
Feb 6-March 2
The 34th MSU Art & Design
Competetive Exhibition, MSU Department
of Art Gallery, reception Feb 9, 5:30pm-7:30pm

Feb 7
Lyceum Series, National Players’
Dracula, McComas Hall, 7:30pm

Feb 9

MSU Faculty Chamber Series: Lana
Johns & Jackie Edwards-Henry, flute and
piano, McComas Theatre, 7:30pm

Feb 16-18
Magnolia Independent Film Festival,
Hollywood Premier Cinemas

Feb 22-24
The Exonerated, Theatre MSU, Lab Theatre,
McComas Hall, 7:30pm

Feb 23-24
Mississippi Guitar Festival 2006, Starkville

Feb 23-26 & Feb 28-March 4
Terror by Gaslight, Starkville Community
Theatre on Main

Feb 28
Lyceum Series, The Ahn Trio, Chamber
Group, McComas Theatre, 7:30pm

» MARCH
March 6
MSU Faculty Series: Michael Huff,
trumpet, Bettersworth Auditorium, 7:30pm

March 6-31

Us & Them: Recent Paintings by Roger
Roundy, MSU Department of Art Gallery,
reception March 23, 5:30pm-7:30pm

March 18

Deadline for the Cotton District Juried
Art Exhibition

March 25

Mozart and the Movies, The Starkville-MSU

Symphony Orchestra, McComas Theatre, 7:30pm
continued on page 2

SAAC THIRD ANNUAL GALA, 2005

“Art Comes In Many Forms”

It’s challenging, if not close to impossible, to capture an incredible view through
the lens of a camera and transfer it onto paper. The camera simply can’t do it justice. Well,
that is my sentiment exactly for describing the 2005 Starkville Area Arts Council Gala.
Words are not nearly enough for such an enchanting event. You MUST experience it firsthand
to get the full effects.

From the moment Gala guests entered the Hunter Henry Center, they saw around
them a setting that glittered with silver. The shimmering silver decorations paired with the
black backdrop to set the tone for an elegant night to remember. In the middle of a beautiful
rotunda, surrounded by windows, the guests caught sight of the many incredible treasures
that would have a new home by evening’s end. Enjoying a cocktail or two along with the
mouthwatering hors d’oeuvres they awakened the palate for the evening about to unfold as
they admired the arts on display.

Art truly does come in many forms, the theme for this enchanting evening. There
was a stunning array of donated items available for bid in the silent auction: from paintings
and pottery to a home-cooked Lebanese dinner to a crazy-quilt tapestry made from wedding
saris all the way from Katmandu!

The theme continued in the ballroom in the decorations and the incredible
entertainment that left everyone wanting more. Candlelight and fresh flowers, along with
silhouettes of each form of art featured, graphic arts, music, dance, theatre, and literature,
highlighted the beautiful tables dressed in black and silver. SAAC Board President Andy
Gaston and Gala Chair Barb Adkins welcomed the guests and introduced the entertainers.
Everyone enjoyed a sprightly dance by Tanner Fant, the dynamic piano artistry of Jonathan
Feng, beautiful vocal performances by Mary Kathryn Sanford and by Leah Rabideau (the
latter accompanied by her mother, SAAC Board member Jennifer Rabideau), and finally a
stunning theatrical performance, both comic and touching, by SCT star Madeline Golden.

Chef Parney prepared a feast fit for a king and/or queen that was rich and inviting,
served buffet style. Enjoying the company of good friends as well as meeting new ones made
for an enjoyable evening had by all. As everyone savored their food and friends, we all
anticipated the Beta Blockers, who soon brought us plenty of music to dance by. The
gentlemen were indeed splendid in their tuxedos and ties, and the women were dazzling in
their beauty.

I've had the privilege of attending the past two Galas and each year they get better.
I can hardly wait to see what next year brings. You won’t want to miss this exciting and
incredible opportunity next year. Supporting the arts has never been so much fun! Satisfy
all of your senses in an experience to remember, the Starkville Area Arts Council Gala. Mark
your calendar now for November 2006! < Melanie Greene



FROM THE PRESIDENT NEWS OF NOTE:

Since the last newsletter the Arts Council has been active in many community events.
Betty Jane Chatham's committee on Art in Public Places has displayed at the Golden Triangle
Airport Lobby a selection of the works of local artists. Each quarter during the year Starkville,
West Point, and Columbus rotate works of artists of their respective communities. The
response to our exhibition has been quite positive, both from visitors and locals.

One of our most emerging contributions to the community is Libby Pollard's Education
Committee. Just recently grants totalling over $4,000 were awarded to the Starkville Public
Schools, Starkville Academy, and Oktibbeha County Schools. We are very proud of these
awards to our school systems. They enhance student and faculty experiences in the arts.

The SAAC continues its close alliance with the Mississippi State University Department
of Art. Recently we cosponsored the Walter Anderson exhibit and continue our collaboration
in other activities with MSU Art Gallery Director Bill Andrews.

The Third Annual Gala was celebrated on November 11, 2005. Barb Adkins and her
committee hosted a truly memorable event at the Hunter Henry Center. Performances in
dance, music, and theater enthralled the attendees at this festive event.

In the spring of 2006 the SAAC will sponsor the Starkville/MSU Symphony Concert,
as we traditionally do. Similarly, we shall sponsor the Starkville Community Theatre's opening
reception at the production of Terror by Gaslight in February. And of course plans are in
progress for the Cotton District Arts Festival in April. Progress also continues on our efforts
to have a full-time staff person in our SAAC office. It is so important for our community to
have an Executive Director for the dissemination of art information and the coordinated
management of all of our art activities. This should develop during our fiscal year.

All of these activities and pursuits depend upon our membership. As stated in the
previous newsletter, we must have 300 active members to help sustain our goals of grant
allocation and support of arts concerns in the Starkville area.

We aim to promote the value of the arts through our quarterly newsletter. \We are
fortunate to have Kittye Delle Robbins-Herring as editor of our quarterly letter. What a
quality production.

Thirty board members unselfishly donate time and financial resources to continue to
move us forward. \We have a creative group of members and a multitude of ideas. Please help
us realize those pursuits with your membership in the Starkville Area Arts Council.

Andrew E. Gaston
President

American Life in Poetry: Column 030
BY TED KOOSER, U.S. POET LAUREATE

Naomi Shihab Nye lives in San Antonio, Texas. Here she perfectly captures a moment
in childhood that nearly all of us may remember: being too small for the games the big kids
were playing, and fastening tightly upon some little thing of our own.

Boy and Egg

Every few minutes, he wants

to march the trail of flattened rye grass
back to the house of muttering

hens. He too could make

a bed in hay.Yesterday the egg so fresh
it felt hot in his hand and he pressed it
to his ear while the other children
laughed and ran with a ball, leaving him,
so little yet, too forgetful in games,
ready to cry if the ball brushed him,
riveted to the secret of birds

caught up inside his fist,

not ready to give it over

to the refrigerator

or the rest of the day.

Reprinted from Fuel, published by BOA Editions by permission of the author. Copyright
© 1998 by Naomi Shihab Nye, whose most recent book is A Maze Me, Harper Collins/
Greenwillow, 2004. This weekly column is supported by The Poetry Foundation, The Library
of Congress, and the Department of English at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. This
column does not accept unsolicited poetry.

American Life in Poetry ©2006 The Poetry Foundation

If you would like to learn more about the American Life in Poetry and The Poetry
Foundation contact alp@poetryfoundation.org or visit their website www.americanlifeinpoetry.org

DANCE IN THE SPOTLIGHT!
Kudos goes to MSU dance instructor Debby
Funderburk for an exciting workshop called
the College Explosion which she held
November 18-20, 2005, in Starkville. It was
sponsored by the MSU Church of God in
Christ (COGIC) Fellowship Choir and
hosted by Peter's Rock Temple, COGIC.
The workshop presented new ways to
incorporate drama, music, and dance into
worship services. Funderburk choreo-
graphed a song for the choir to perform.
Churches and worship choirs are using
dance more and more as a means of
expressing praise.

THE SAAC AWARDS ARTS IN
EDUCATION GRANTS TO
AREA SCHOOLS

The Starkville Area Arts Council recently
awarded $4,250 to area schools for
innovative projects that incorporate the
arts into education. Area schools that
received grants were East Oktibbeha County
High School,West Oktibbeha County
Elementary School, Starkville Academy,
Starkville High School, Armstrong Middle
School,Ward/Stewart Elementary School,
Overstreet Elementary School, and Sudduth
Elementary School.

The Starkville Area Arts Council is proud
to be able to help these teachers provide
quality arts education experiences for their
students. At the same time, there were
other very worthy projects that were not
able to be funded at this time. As the SAAC
grows, they hope to be able to increase
funding for programs for the schools in the
future.

COMING SOON!

C
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March 29

Lyceum Series, Phonk! by Scrap Arts Music,
McComas Theatre, 7:30pm

» APRIL

April 6

MSU Faculty Chamber Series: Richard
Human, trombone, Bettersworth Auditorium,
7:30pm

April 6-8

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to
the Forum, Theatre MSU, McComas Theatre
April 10-May 3

BFA Thesis Exhibition, MSU Department
of Art Gallery, reception April 6, 5:30pm-7:30pm
April 22

Cotton District Arts Festival



STARKVILLE HOSTS THE 2006
MTA FESTIVAL

Theatre MSU and the Starkville Community Theatre are honored to host the Mississippi
Theatre Association Festival in Starkville on Jan 13-15, 2006. MTA President M. J. Etua
and Host Committee Chair Pattye Archer expect to welcome hundreds of participants from
all over the state. Acting companies compete in high school and community theatre divisions.
Both Starkville High School and SCT will be entering plays themselves. Winners in each
division advance to the Southeastern Association Festival to be held in March. Bonne chance!
Good luck!

Starkville High School Starkville High School will advance to the Mississippi
Theatre Association conference in January with their one-act play, Wiley and the Hairy Man
by Susan Zeder. At the North Mississippi High School Drama Festival, Starkville High won
the "Best Overall Merit" as well as the "Best Ensemble." They got two of their actors on the
All Star Cast: Hannah Spirrison and Rachel Foley. Director for Starkville High is theatre
teacher, Mandy Kinney, with Jennifer Bell as Technical Director. The other two high
schools from north Mississippi who will advance to the state level are Oxford High School
with Four Plaids and Pillow Academy in Greenwood with I Never Saw Another Butterfly. Six
schools from the south part of the state will compete at Mississippi Theatre Association on
January 13-15 at McComas Theatre.

Starkville Community Theatre At this year's Mississippi Theatre Association
(MTA) festival community theatre competition, Starkville Community Theatre (SCT) is
entering a production of Comfort's Broken Light by Aris Bremer under the direction of Molly
Watkins. The play is about a family dealing with the reality of their patriarch who has
developed Alzheimer's disease. Amidst the pain are light moments of tenderness which
demonstrate the warmth and strength that can come from family connections. The show will
be performed at the MTA Festival January 13-15, 2006, and includes a cast of SCT veterans:
Lyle Tate as Martin de Bok, Madeline Golden as his wife Ali, Krista Vowell as their daughter
Lara, and Natalie Kern as their daughter-in-law Greta.

MSU Theatre The spring semester brings The Exonerated directed by Jo Durst to
the Lab Theatre series. This haunting drama tells the story of inmates exonerated from death
row. It's a very important and thought-provoking piece of work, that will challenge everything
you feel about the death penalty. The Exonerated runs February 22, 23, and 24 at 7:30 in the
Lab Theatre, McComas Hall. Then in April it's Stephen Sondheim’s classic A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum, co-produced with the music education department. Featuring
a live orchestra under the direction of The Famous Maroon Band director Elva Kaye Lance,
it promises to be a blockbuster at McComas Hall. Don't miss the show that through the years
has starred Zero Mostel, Phil Silvers, Nathan Lane and Whoopie Goldberg! A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum runs April 6, 7, and 8 at 7:30pm. Running With Scissors,
our campus improv troupe, will have shows in January and March. Watch for announcements
of the dates and times.

OKTIBBEHA COUNTY HERITAGE MUSEUM

Thanks to grants from the
Mississippi Humanities Council, the
Starkville Convention and Visitors
Bureau, and the Starkville Area Arts
Council, the museum has engaged
Cavett Taff, professional exhibit
designer, to work with board
members on planning museum arrangement.

On November 12, 2005, the museum hosted an open house for veterans and members
of the active military as well as the general public. The event honored veterans and provided
them with an opportunity to share their experiences with others. Displays included materials
from the museum’s collection as well as those brought by individuals. Among materials were
military uniforms from World War | through Vietnam including a flight suit and helmet
brought by Jesse Greer, a map of a marine platoon’s campaigns in Vietnam compiled by Bill
Henry, and pants worn by Jim Henry’s father when the sailor’s ship was destroyed at Pearl
Harbor. Sam Dudley brought materials from his World War |1 service, which included the
Battle of the Bulge. Dudley shared a Purple Heart, other medals, photographs and dog tags.
Gerald Richardson displayed wood carvings of soldiers in uniform representing uniforms he
wore in his lengthy military career. Fred Blocker showed photographs, and Ernie Russell
brought the book he has written of his own military experiences. It was a special honor to
have as guests two National Guard members who have served in Irag. The “Veterans Day”
celebration was well attended. Museum volunteers very much appreciate the veterans who
took their time to share their experiences and materials.

A wood carving display of Lt. Col. (U.S.Army, retired) Gerald A.
Richardson.

STARKVILLE
*5)°| COMMUNITY
SET | THEATRE

ANNOUNCES UPCOMING
PERFORMANCE

Terror by Gaslight,
Feb 23-26 & Feb28-March 4

The action takes place in 1829 in Philadelphia,
PA, where Dr. Cyrus Norton, a brilliant but
eccentric surgeon, is creating an ‘anatomical
museum' to further his standing as a
recognized expert on anatomy and
dissection.The problem is that he needs
cadavers, and by law these can only be
obtained from the public gallows, so he is
forced to deal with the unsavory Gin Hester
and her sinister partner, Scrubbs—two grave
robbers and body-snatchers who have little
concern about the source of the corpses
they obtain. In fact, in their zeal to practice
their lucrative trade, the two soon bring
suspicion on Dr.Norton and his household:
his devoted daughter, who wants to follow
in her father's footsteps; his vapid spinster
sister;and his eager assistant, a young doctor
who has fallen in love with the doctor’s
daughter. Chills mount as one eerie scene
follows another, and the persistent police
detective assigned to the case moves nearer
to learning the truth about the blackmail
and increasingly vicious murders which have
been engendered by the doctor's obsession.
A surprise ending finds an unlikely coupling
of two of the play’s characters in an effort
to assist Dr. Norton for the betterment of
science.

Director, Lyle Tate
Assistant director, Ellen Triggs
Starring (in order of appearance):

Dr. Cyrus Norton Andrew Watkins
Opal Carol McSweeney
Dr. Charles Withers Brian Hawkins
William Dover Casey Rowe
Marilyn Norton Heather Shaw
Constance Norton Cherri Golden
Leonard Scrubbs Kary Rogers
Gin Hester Terry McDowell

Edward Daniels Thomas La Foe
Kitty Marianne Ulmer
Mrs. Culp Bonnie Oppenheimer
Detective Harrison Ty Phillips

Why Not Spend
Sunday in the Gallery
with Art?

The MSU Department of Art Gallery is located
in McComas Hall on the Mississippi State
University campus. During regular semester
sessions the gallery is open on Sunday from
1-4pm for your viewing pleasure. You can also
enjoy its exhibitions during the week Monday
through Friday from 10am-4pm when classes
are in progress.
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ATTENTION:

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR
SPRING ISSUE = MARCH 1ST!!

Information for future newsletters should be
given to Kittye Delle Robbins-Herring, SAAC
News editor, by email at kdrh@bellsouth.net
or by phone at 325-2398 or 323-3113.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
SAAC 2006 JURIED ART EXHIBITION

The Juried Art Exhibition
for 2006 will be held from 9am-
4pm during the SAAC Cotton
District Arts Festival on April 22,
2006. For the first time digital
entries will be accepted as well as
slide entries. The application for
entry can be found on the SAAC
website at www.starkvillearts.org.
Artists may enter up to 3 works for
a $30 fee. The entry deadline is
March 18th, 2006. For questions
please email committee chair Suzy
Turner at sjt7@bellsouth.net or call
662.323.30109.

The winners of last year’s exhibition include Linda Cambre, who placed third (above, left), Elizabeth Free, who came
in second (not pictured), and first place winner Dylan Karges (above, right).

PRI SAAC SECOND ANNUAL
ART IN THE GARDEN

The Second Annual Art in the Garden Tour will be held
May 20th, 2006 from 9am-1pm. It promises to be just as wonderful
as the hugely successful first tour, which included five gardens,
artists painting in each garden and a variety of thespians, musicians,
Q dancers, and quilters performing in each of the gardens. \We are
7 2 sure you will want to mark your calendars for the next tour.
HE GARY

v

39759

FOSSILS FROM
OKTIBBEHA
COUNTY

The Oktibbeha County Heritage
Museum is pleased to announce that on
Saturday, January 28, 2006, from 10am
until 2pm we will have a special guest
who will present a program on his
collection of fossils from Oktibbeha
County. Our speaker is George Phillips
and he is Curator of Paleontology in the
Conservation Biology Section of the
Mississippi Museum of Natural Science
in Jackson. The public is welcome and
no admission is charged.

The second museum program of
2006 will be presented in February—the
date and time still to be set. Faculty
members of the Archaeology Department
at Mississippi State University will offer
a program on artifacts concentrating on
those you have discovered in this area.
Finalization of the date and time will
appear in The Starkville Daily News.

We will also have special events
during the months of March and April.
We suggest that you check your local
paper and the Spring edition of this
newsletter for further details.



