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AROUND & ABOUT
IN THE ARTS

SEPTEMBER
Sept 17-Oct 30
Avoda: Objects of the Spirit, featuring
ceremonial vessels created by Tobi Kahn for Jewish
rituals, Mississippi Museum of Art, Jackson, MS,
for more information visit www.msmuseumart.org
Sept 19-Oct 28
The Voluptuous Return, Still Life of
Walter Inglis Anderson, MSU Department
of  Art Gallery

OCTOBER
Oct 4
Pops on the Plaza, Starkville Symphony Big
Band, NBC Bank Plaza, 6:30pm
Oct 27-29
Omnium Gatherum, a politically charged
tragicomedy about a dinner party at the end of
the World, MSU Theatre, McComas Hall, 7:30pm
Oct 30
MSU Faculty Art Series: Robert Damm,
Percussion Concert, Bettersworth Auditorium,
MSU campus, 3pm

NOVEMBER
Nov 7-Dec 2
BFA Thesis Exhibition, MSU Department
of Art Gallery, Reception: Nov. 10, 5:30pm-7:30pm
Nov 10-13 & 15-19
The LIon in Winter, Starkville Community
Theatre, The Playhouse on Main
Nov 14-18
Story Theatre, AesopÕs Fables and the Brothers
Grimm tales, MSU Theatre, McComas Hall, school
mornings & Nov. 17th at 7:30pm
Nov 15
Lyceum Series, Mrs. Ruby Wilson, Calvard
Union Ballroom, 7:30pm
Nov 18
Starkville Symphony Chorus, First United
Methodist Church, 7:30pm
Nov 29
MSU Wind Ensemble & Choirs
Extravaganza, MSU Theatre, McComas Hall,
7:30pm
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NEWS

The SAAC's second annual summer fund-raiser, the 2005 edition of Star Shine,
featured five evenings and one afternoon of fine food and fellowship, as we honored various
civic groups for their contributions to the quality of life in our community. On July 25
"Funshine," the Red Hatters were f•ted at the Veranda, while Vic & Jane Zitta and the
Backporch Pickers entertained a happy crowd.  The next night "Dawgshine," friends and
members of the Starkville "M" Club gathered at Cappe's to hear an Encore performance from
the Zittas and their band. On August 2 "Careshine," The Kiwanis Club was honored at
Harveys, and on August 6 "Shine Shine," the Ladies of the Starkville Daily News were treated
to tea at Three Generations and a charming flute recital byÊGretchen Germann. Our Star
Journalists, Emily Jones and Becky Wilkes received special attention. The series came to a
successful conclusion on August 9 at Oby's "Sunshine," the Junior Auxiliary received recognition
for their work for the children of Starkville. New members and renewals swelled the ranks
of the SAAC. More than two thousand dollars was raised for SAAC student scholarships,
thanks to everyone's hard work and generosity, under the leadership of event cochairs Gloria
Bagwell-Rowland and Glenn James.

STAR SHINE ONCE AGAIN
LIT UP THE SKIES OF STARKVILLE

ATTENTION
Help for the Arts
Organizations & Artists

July 8, 2005,Ê a warm summer
evening, a southern garden under the stars,Êtwo
delightfully graceful young ballerinas, and a
happy gathering of SAAC members and friends,
all added up to a perfect occasion to celebrate
the arts!Ê We appreciated the generous hospitality
ofÊour hosts, Pat and Charles Lee, asÊwe enjoyed
Chip Templeton's keyboardÊsounds and
watchedÊfabulous performances by Starkville
Academy students Tanner Fant and Alex
McNair.  The two SAAC 2005 scholarship
winners were awarded plaques of achievement:
Starkville High School student Kate Asanov's
stunning photographs were on display, and the
artist herself was present to talk with friends
and admirers, while another SHS student, Albert
Oppenheimer, was honored by the playing of
his original classical composition.  His parents
accepted the plaque for him because he was
already off to begin his first term at the New
England Conservatory!Ê Armando de la Cruz,
outgoing SAAC president, received kudos for
a very successful year; incoming SAAC president Andy Gaston invited all of us to join him
in a wonderful year to come filled with new activities and achievements.  Many people present
signed up to become new members or to renew their memberships for 2005-2006.  It was
a great kickoff to a new year of promoting the arts in Starkville.Ê

We commend all the SAAC board members who worked on the party committee:
Wanda Thorne, chair, Andy Gaston, Armando de la Cruz, Barb Adkins, Paula Mabry, Joan
Wilson, Martha Wells, Louise Plodinec, Sharon Powe, Chip Templeton, and Gloria Bagwell-
Rowland.

A GOOD TIME WAS HAD AT THE
SAAC MEMBERSHIP MEETING & PARTY
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As we begin a new membership year of our first decade of the Starkville Area Arts
Council (SAAC), we are building on a firm foundation created this past year by former
President Armando de la Cruz.  We are a diverse group of individuals who join together to
fulfill our mission of promoting the essential value of the arts for the cultural, educational,
social, ethnic, and economic vitality of the Greater Starkville area.  In carrying out that
mission, we hope to be recognized by the community as a concerned body of men and women
dedicated to improving the quality of life.

In the past few years our operating budget has risen from $5,000 to a proposed
budget this year of $120,000.  The SAAC shall fund projects in all venues of the arts including
music, dance, theater, literature, and visual arts.  Although we aspire to fund more programs
than we can budget at this time, we will definitely fulfill all commitments in our current
budget.

Additionally, the SAAC Board for two years has planned to staff a full-time Executive
Director to facilitate those many opportunities in the Starkville and Mississippi State University
Community.  Our current goal is to engage such a director during this year.

With all of our goals and plans, the SAAC must rely on membership to build a
financial base.  This year we will attract over 300 members to share in our vision for enhancing
our quality of life.  That quality is dictated by good schools, clean and good environment,
outstanding sporting events, and an emerging culture scene.

Help us continue to improve the arts which are vital to our quality of life and
economic development.  Please join our support of the arts by becoming a member of the
Starkville Area Arts Council.

Andrew E. Gaston
President

FROM THE PRESIDENT NEWS OF NOTE:

The Starkville Area Arts Council is now well into its 2005-2006 season,
under Andy Gaston's leadership as President, with a 35-member Board of Directors.
Membership in SAAC is open to everyone in the community, with various levels
of membership available.

SAAC promotes all areas of the arts, including support for art scholarships
and grants in city schools, county schools and the academy, as well as at MSU.
Other entities we support include, but are not limited to, the Starkville Community
Theatre, Starkville/MSU Symphony and Chorus, Brickfire, Summer Scholars, the
Heritage Museum and miscellaneous local groups receiving awards and educational
grants.  Areas are diversified, and include something of interest for everyone,
whether it be dance, music, theater, literature, or visual arts. The SAAC works with
other local organizations to promote the annual Cotton District Arts Festival in
April. Other SAAC activities include Art in Public Places and the Arts in the Garden
Tour. Members benefit not only by supporting these arts in the community, but
also by receiving the quarterly SAAC newsletter and invitations to special events,
such as the upcoming Annual Gala.

You can join the Arts Council as a Member in the following categories:
¥ Friend ($100)
¥ Family ($50)
¥ Individual ($30)
¥ Student ($10)
¥ Donor:
   - Platinum ($2,500)
   - Gold (1,000)
   - Silver ($500)
   - Bronze ($250)
¥ Patron (Minimum of $1,000 annual pledge for 3 years).

SAAC's fiscal year started in July of 2005, and runs through June of 2006.
If you are already a member but have not sent in your renewal recently, it is due
at this time. If you are interested in becoming a SAAC member, or would like more
information, please contact any SAAC Board Member. Volunteers who want to
donate time to helping with SAAC projects are also greatly appreciated.

SAAC MEMBERSHIP

With the event of Hurricane Katrina,
great questions loom for our region's museums
and their contents. In the face of terrible
human loss, we must also remember the
profound loss of culture and identity we face
with the destruction of our esteemed museums
and their objects. In Mississippi, cultural heritage
has always been of great importance to our
history and society.

The State of Mississippi (and
certainly the Gulf Coast Region) is recognized
worldwide as an astonishingly abundant
birthplace of innovations in visual art, music,
theatre arts, and literature; a significant
contributor to our Nation's arts legacy and
to its creative future.

Like every other facet of life
shattered by Katrina, the sure, steady
reconstruction of these treasured art
institutions in the aftermath of the storm is
necessary for the perpetuation of our vital
cultural community.

Faculty members from the
Mississippi State University Department of
Art are creating a web site that addresses the
confirmed post-Katrina status of the state's
museums that will be updated frequently.  A
list of information and contacts about the
Mississippi museums that have been damaged
by Hurricane Katrina will be available soon,
as well as the capacity to post messages and
find out information regarding insurance and
reconstruction issues along with those of
conservation and preservation.

MSU Gallery Director William
Andrews is the contact person for information
and content regarding the web site.  Associate
Professor Patrick Miller designed the MSMF
web site and Assistant Professor Kate Bingaman
is coordinating content imagery including
before and after photographs, as well as
anticipated photographs of collections and
objects.

A number of individuals continue
to contribute information and forward
communication to the site.  The fund now
begins a five-year effort of fund-raising toward
reconstruction. Donations made through the
fund will be specifically used for the rebuilding
and restoration of Mississippi museums and
their collections and can be made through the
site.  The fund is currently trying to identify a
nonprofit agency to handle donations.  This
collective, grassroots effort will by no means
serve to replace, or to compete with, those
campaigns of the individual museums,
organizations, and agencies that are currently
operating or anticipating action.  Please visit
www.msmf.org for more information.

POST-KATRINA
MISSISSIPPI MUSEUM
FUND CREATED

Fall is almost upon us and this is the
time Oktibbeha County Heritage Museum
plans to be open to all visitors Ð ESPECIALLY
ON SATURDAYS Ð when football games occur
in Starkville.  The hours are from 10am to
2pm and a cordial invitation is extended to
everyone to visit with us.  For those who are
not familiar with our location, it is 206
Fellowship Street and the phone number is
323-0211.

OPEN TO ALL VISITORS!




